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The Holy Sonnets of John Donne
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In Grierson’s numbering, the three sequences of the sonnets are:
original

L I, 11T, X VI, IV, VL, V, VI, IX, VIII, X, XV
Westmoreland 1620

-1, XVL IV, VI, V, VII, IX, VIIL, X, XV, XI-XIV, XVII-XIX
Poems 1633

IL IV, VI, VII, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XV, XVI

This booklet has pages of size A6. To obtain it as a quarto of one signature
from A4 sheets, I have used the pdf-pages package.
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The Holy Sonnets of John Donne are here typeset by KIEX from sources
in the Internet Archive. I $tarted with a text version of Herbert J. C. Gri-
erson, The Poems of John Donne, Vol. I (Clarendon Press: Oxford, 1912). I
have edited the text to agree with the corresponding pdf images. Follow-
ing Grierson’s typography, I have used the long ess (“{”) where called for —
it was eff (“f”) in the txt file. With the libertinus-otf font, I am using
“historic” ligatures and “old$tyle” numbers. The lettrine package sup-
plies the dropped capitals. Italics occur only in the name of Jacob in Sonnet
XI. The four numbers centered below each sonnet are from the table in the
Wikipedia article “Holy Sonnets”:

original / Westmoreland 1620 / Poems 1633 / Grierson

The separation of each sonnet visibly into two quatrains and a sestet is my
innovation. (Note continues after the Sonnets)
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Hou haft made me, And fhall thy worke decay ?
Repaire me now, for now mine end doth hafte,
I runne to death, and death meets me as faft,
And all my pleafures are like yefterday ;

I dare not move my dimme eyes any way,
Defpaire behind, and death before doth caft
Such terrour, and my feeble fleth doth wafte

By finne in it, which it t'wards hell doth weigh ;

I durft not view heaven yefterday ; and to day

In prayers, and flattering {peaches I court God :
To morrow I quake with true feare of his rod.

So my devout fitts come and go away

Like a fantaftique Ague: {ave that here

Thofe are my beft dayes, when I thake with feare.

-/19/-/XIX

61

IA/v/8/8

'Poo[q A3 yira ‘wopred Aur p [es] Ypey,noy Jr sy
poo3 se s jey3 10J < Juadal 0] MOY W OB,
‘punoid ATMO] ST} UO 2I9Y ¢ 2I9Y] 1B 99M UIYM
‘90e13 AU} JO 20oURpUNQE ISE 0} e[ S,

‘punoqe sauury AW 9JY} [[e dA0qe JT ‘10

‘9oed] e ouanow saw pue ‘proT ‘9das[y way) I9[ Ing

of

¢, 3yS1dj 9019 5907 ST 10J 9JjouaA1d1o] p Aexd yorym
‘[19Y o3un 293 28pnlpe anguo] jery) ued puy

T[9F peay p,o191d SIY WOIJ YoTYM ‘S9UMOIJ STY S[[J Poo[d
‘WS1] Suryeure o) youanb sa4d s1y ur sarea],

‘JSLIJJe 99Y] UBD 20UBULIUNOD Jey} IOIDY
[[91 pue ‘payrond Py jo arnyrd oy,
‘[[oMP JOP NOY} 2IdYM 9[NOS O ‘}edY AW UT I
¢ WYSTU Jye[ splIom 3y} a1om judjaxd s1yj JT e

43



H, to vex me, contraryes meet in one:
Inconftancy unnaturally hath begott
A conftant habit ; that when I would not
I change in vowes, and in devotione.

As humorous is my contritione

As my prophane Love, and as {foone forgott :
As ridlingly diftemper’d, cold and hott,

As praying, as mute ; as infinite, as none.

Onely thou art above, and when towards thee
By thy leave I can looke, I rife againe;

But our old {ubtle foe {fo tempteth me,

That not one houre my {elfe I can {uftaine ;
Thy Grace may wing me to prevent his art,
And thou like Adamant draw mine iron heart.

1/1/-/1
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S due by many titles I refigne
My {felfe to thee, O God, firft I was made
By thee, and for thee, and when I was decay’d
Thy blood bought that, the which before was thine ;

I am thy {fonne, made with thy {elfe to fhine,
Thy {ervant, whofe paines thou haft ftill repaid,
Thy fheepe, thine Image, and, till I betray’d
My felfe, a temple of thy Spirit divine ;

Dwells the with us, or like adventuring knights
Firft travaile we to feeke and then make Love ?
Betray kind hufband thy {poufe to our {ights,
And let myne amorous {oule court thy mild Dove,
Who is moft trew, and pleafing to thee, then
When fhe’is embrac’d and open to moft men.

-/18/ -/ XVIII
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How me deare Chrift, thy {poufe, {o bright and clear.
What! is it She, which on the other thore
Goes richly painted ? or which rob’d and tore
Laments and mournes in Germany and here ?

Sleepes fhe a thoufand, then peepes up one yeare ?
Is the felfe truth and errs ? now new, now outwore ?
Doth fhe, and did fthe, and {hall the evermore

On one, on {eaven, or on no hill appeare ?

Why doth the devill then ufurpe on mee ?

Why doth he fteale, nay ravifh that’s thy right ?
Except thou rife and for thine owne worke fight,

Oh I mall {foone defpaire, when I doe {ee

That thou lov’ft mankind well, yet wilt'not chufe me,
And Satan hates mee, yet is loth to lofe mee.
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Might thofe fighes and teares returne againe
Into my breaft and eyes, which I have {pent,
That I might in this holy difcontent
Mourne with fome fruit, as I have mourn’d in vaine ;

In mine Idolatry what thowres of raine

Mine eyes did wafte ? what griefs my heart did rent ?
That {ufferance was my {inne ; now I repent;

"Caufe I did {uffer I muft {uffer paine.

But why fhould I begg more Love, when as thou
Doft wooe my foule for hers ; offring all thine :
And doft not only feare leaft I allow

My Love to Saints and Angels things divine,
But in thy tender jealofy doft doubt

Leaft the World, Flefhe, yea Devill putt thee out.
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Ince the whom I lov’d hath payd her laft debt
To Nature, and to hers, and my good is dead,
And her Soule early into heaven ravithed,
Wholly on heavenly things my mind is fett.

Here the admyring her my mind did whett

To {eeke thee God ; {o ftreames do thew their head ;

But though I have found thee, and thou my thirft haft fed,
A holy thirfty drop{y melts mee yett.

Th’hydroptique drunkard, and night-{fcouting thiefe,
The itchy Lecher, and felfe tickling proud

Have the remembrance of paft joyes, for reliefe

Of comming ills. To (poore) me is allow’d

No eafe; for, long, yet vehement griefe hath beene
Th’effe¢t and caufe, the punithment and {inne.

3/3/—/1I

ge

38

rr

11

AX /It /21 /Tl

"2I0W YJonuwl ‘Uel 1] 9peW 3q p[noyj poo 1ey] mng
910J9q pOD) I[ 9peW SeM UL JeY] ‘YONUI SBM],
‘gpuIqun 0] ‘OU[0})j Uejeg pue ‘Opeu pey Y WoyM S
‘QUIE[J SeM pUB ‘QUMOP dUIed AIO0[S JO auuog Y.,
:ourede 1 Anq I0 9J0] YN ‘p[OJ PN} U0} STH
9puy Y0P [2Ied) Aq YoIym ‘Uuewl p,qqoI B se puy

‘A[youred Surdoom Awr yjim pirom Aw sumoI(]

JYSTW [ 0] Jey[} ‘S9A9 SUTW UT SBAJ MU IMOJ

‘QJLIM UBD SPUB] MU JO PUe ‘SIedydj mau punoj sAey
Y31 Jouw sem YOI M UABIY JeY} PUOAdq UYoTym NOK

-91p Pnuwx syred yjoq (yo) pue ‘sired yjoq spriom AW

JSTU SJo[pUL 0} Pret}aq Yjey auulj Yor[q ing
‘Wy8udj oxpesSuy ue pue ‘syuewiady JO
A[Sutuund apewr p[Iom [ & Wy



H my blacke Soule ! now thou art fummoned
By ficknefle, deaths herald, and champion ;
Thou art like a pilgrim, which abroad hath done
Treafon, and durft not turne to whence hee is fled,

Or like a thiefe, which till deaths doome be read,
Wifheth himfelfe delivered from prifon;

But damn’d and hal’d to execution,

Wifheth that {till he might be imprifoned.

Yet {fuch are thy laws, that men argue yet
Whether a man thofe ftatutes can fulfill ;

None doth ; but all-healing grace and {pirit
Revive againe what law and letter kill.

Thy lawes abridgement, and thy laft command
Is all but love ; Oh let this laft Will {ftand !
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